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Vatican
launches

Twitter feed

Magnificat launches new
application

Daily prayer
now on iPhone

Magnificat USA, publisher of the
monthly Catholic worship aid,
launched a daily prayer application
for iPhone on Palm Sunday, 28
March. The new application features
morning, evening and night prayers
inspired by the Liturgy of the Hours;
readings and prayers of each daily
Mass; daily meditations drawn from
the writings of the Church Fathers
and other more modern theologians;
as well as essays on the lives of the
saints.

The application is free during
Holy Week and the whole month of
April. For further information visit
www.magnificat.com.

Young Catholics come together for Theology on Tap

Forum on Caravaggio's spirituality

Many attribute upsurge to World Youth Day 2008

Australia sees rise in
vocations

Two agreements signed
providing for ceasefire

Major steps
towards peace

in Darfur
On Thursday, 18 March, the Su-
danese government and the Move-
ment for Liberation and Justice
(MLJ), a coalition of rebel groups in
Darfur, signed a framework agree-
ment for peace, providing for a re-
newable three-month ceasefire, APA
reports.

At the end of February, Sudanese
president Omar Al-Bashir and rebel
leader Khalil Ibrahim of the Justice
and Equality Movement (JEM) had
signed the “Framework Agreement
for the Resolution of the Conflict in
Darfur” in Doha. Both are consid-
ered crucial steps in the peace pro-
cess.

These agreements met with ap-
proval from Canada, the United
States and the United Nations.

Canadian Foreign Minister
Lawrence Canon said in a statement
that the latter agreement “with its
ceasefire, is another step toward a
general political settlement for Dar-
fur”, In response to the 18 March
agreement, he expressed the coun-
try's support and added that “it is
imperative that all parties put an
end to hostilities to reduce the suffer-
ing of the population of Darfur af-
fected by the fighting”, according to
APA.

The U.S. had hailed the agree-
ment between the Sudanese govern-
ment and JEM as “a significant
move forward toward formal negota-
tions in the AU/UN-led Darfur
peace process”, said Assistant Secre-
tary Philip Crowley, who works un-
der Secretary of State Hillary Clin-
ton.

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-
Moon's spokesperson said that he
welcomed the same agreement and
encouraged “all parties to engage in
the inclusive Doha peace process
with flexibility and political vision”.

In the Archdiocese of Sydney a record number of men are entering seminary,
young people are increasingly taking an interest in religious life and the priest-
hood, and six priestly ordinations are scheduled to take place this coming
June.

In addition, two Uganda-born men who studied at the Seminary of the Good
Shepherd in Homebush, Australia, will be ordained in their home country and
will then return to serve in Australian parishes.

“While Australia has been battling against a shortage of priests since the late
1980s, it now looks as if interest... is once more on the rise”, the Archdiocese
website stated.

Many have ascribed this upsurge in vocations and ordinations to the 2008
World Youth Day in Sydney. Among them is Fr Anthony Percy, Rector of the
Seminary of the Good Shepherd, who also attributes the rise to the current
World Day for Priests and to past World Youth Days.

“Today many young people are seeking deeper meaning to their lives and
not just looking for a career but for a vocation which can answer the big ques-
tions of life”, Fr Percy said. “In this post-modern culture there are no values,
no standards and no foundations on which to build minds. But young people
really want these things, and... they are looking to the Church for stability”.

JOANNE FORD

More than 100 young Catholics piled
into the Nag's Head Pub in Rome on
Tuesday evening, 23 March, for the
inaugural monthly Theology on Tap
Rome event. Many local Pontifical
University students came to hear
Rome-based art historian, Elizabeth
Lev, speak about the spirituality of
Caravaggio.

Tuesday night's event proved a
great forum to consider and discuss is-
sues relating to the Catholic faith out-
side the classroom, and the pub
seemed the perfect place to discover
more about Caravaggio, “our brother
in Christ, or at least our cousin!”,
joked Lev. Lecturer at Duquesne Uni-
versity Italian campus and at the An-
gelicum, Lev went on to describe the
bitter battle regarding Caravaggio's
spirituality which owes much to the
fact that there is so little documenta-
tion. However, in true Christian spirit
and in the face of the popular media's
depiction of Caravaggio “as a bad boy
of art in conflict with Church con-
straints”, Lev recommended that we
look not at his arrest records but at

where his commissions came from, and
at his depiction of the principal virtue
of the early 1600s, humility, as “ex-
tolled by St Phillip Neri, embodied by
St Francis and the motto of St Charles
Borromeo”. Lev described how, togeth-

er with his “naturalistic approach to
representing humility” in the poor and
homeless, he also developed a new
form of composition. Interestingly,
Caravaggio began to leave a large
open space at the top of canvases

which resulted naturally in the eye be-
ing pushed downwards towards the fo-
cus of the action. Caravaggio intended
that the viewer unconsciously bow
down to take in the subject matter, as
in�his work of the Madonna of Loreto.

The theme of this Theology on Tap
event was inspired by the fact that
2010 is the 400th anniversary of Car-
avaggio's death. Also celebrating this
anniversary is the Caravaggio exhibi-
tion being held at the Scuderie del
Quirinale in Rome from 20 February
until 13 June 2010.

In holding events such as these,
Theology on Tap Rome is not only
serving the needs of young Catholic
adults but also serving the Holy Fa-
ther's wishes to take the Gospel to
where the people are. John Toohey,
co-creator of Theology on Tap Rome,
explained, “While we do primarily
reach out to Catholics in their 20s and
30s, everyone is invited: Catholics and
non-Catholics, beer drinkers and non-
beer drinkers, of all ages”. More infor-
mation and details about upcoming
events may be found via the Theology
on Tap Rome group on Facebook.

The Vatican has launched its own
Twitter feed in six different langua-
ges. The �English channel, named
news_va_en, comes in addition to
those in Italian, Spanish, French,
German and Portuguese. Through
these channels, Vatican Radio and
other Holy See media sources will
diffuse news and information regar-
ding multimedia content of special
interest for the life of the Church.

Twitter is a free, micro-blogging
social networking platform that allo-
ws internet users to send or receive
brief messages, called “tweets”.

The Vatican has also launched a
new website, which can be accessed
at www.resources.va, on which it
will offer multimedia information on
timely issues regarding the Holy
See.


